Testing Strategies Fall 2008
Why should you strive to do your best on the NECAP? It is one of many representations of you, it helps the teachers determine what you know and where you need help.
Know:  The strategies you employ to be successful at taking the NECAP test or any other test.
Understanding:  Test taking requires skills and strategies that we all can learn

Do: Employ the techniques below 

 


1. Throughout the Test
*Follow the directions!

*If you don’t know, skip it and go back to it later

*Check to see that you answered all of the questions

*Use all of your time to go back and check your answers 

*If you absolutely have to, guess so that every question is answered
*You may underline, highlight, or mark in your Student NECAP Booklet, but not on your answer booklet

*You must answer in the space that your answer booklet gives you

*Fill the space you are given!

*Be aware of your time so that you get to every question

*With each section check to make sure you are putting the answer in the correct space

*Read the directions for understanding 

*Plan your written answer
*Write or print neatly!




2. Multiple Choice Questions

*Read the title

*Read the question for understanding 

*Read all of the possible answers

*Eliminate two answers and choose the best answer

+In Math, compute the answer before looking at your options and if none of the options match your answer, recalculate

+Read all the titles, headings, categories… of graphs and diagrams 

+Read the think bubbles, they provide information to solve problems

+If you see a picture of an envelope use it to help you solve a problem

3. Paragraph Questions (Short Answer)

*Don’t skip lines
*Read the question until you understand it

*Don’t do a rough draft due to lack of time. Instead, jot down notes to help you organize.
*Include the question in your answer as your topic sentence (controlling idea, focus)
*Include details to support your answer

*Include a summary sentence (conclusion)

*Write in complete sentences

*Reread your paragraph to make sure you answered the question, and make changes if needed

*Capitalization and punctuation counts!



           4. Extended Response Questions

*Extended Response Planner: Do it! No sentences needed! You are to list your topic sentence idea, each paragraph idea for your body or detail section, and your summary idea.  

    Controlling idea or focus=topic sentence, introduction, topic sentence, definition

    Supporting Details= your supporting detail paragraphs, or your parts, operation, and application   

*Write on every other line on your rough draft scrap paper, read it over to make sure that you answered the question, and edit it. 

* Make sure your draft has an introduction paragraph by including the question in the paragraph, at least three detail paragraphs, and a paragraph of conclusion. 

*Your final piece should fit in the space given.  Write on every other line if you have the space. 

*Reread your final draft almost out loud (move your lips without making a sound).

*Capitalization and punctuation count! 

*Write in complete sentences!

 

5. Reading Passage Questions

1st- Read the title

2nd-Read the question for understanding and each answer 

3rd- Then read the passage
4th- Use multiple choice strategies
5th- Go back and reread parts of the passage if you don’t know the answer
