                                           An Overview of 8th Grade Social Studies 

Units of Study

We will study several topics in early U.S. History:

1. Settlement in the New World-which includes a whole class simulation named Discovery.

2. Early Colonial Societies-which includes a Puritan Courtroom Trial.

3. Colonial Economics-a “stock market” type investment game and a unit on slavery.

4. The Road to Revolution-the  study of events leading to the American Revolution and a re-enactment of the Trial of the Boston Massacre.

5. Creating the Constitution-The Constitutional Convention and the writing of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

Class Expectations and Grading

All students are expected to come to class on time, with all materials: binders, pens, etc.Please note – your child needs a SOCIAL STUDIES BINDER for my class. We do not  use a separate “Homework Binder”in the 8th grade. All students are expected to hand in all homework/ learning assignments. A student who fails to turn in an assignment, must write a “homework excuse” which is filed. If a student frequently writes these excuses, his or her homeroom teacher will call home to inform parents. Late homework is graded with points deducted.

In general, students will be graded on class participation and preparedness, homework completion, quizzes, and tests/ projects.


I am looking forward to a successful school year for your child and if I can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to call the school. I have told all of my students that I can be available for extra help before or after school, as long as prior arrangements have been made.
